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Abstract

Although the number of languages is in thousands, their sounds are in a
few hundreds and can be described and classified. The first attempt to
put symbols for all the sounds of all languages was in 1886. This set of
symbols is called International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). Those who are
interested in phonetics and would like to write in Arabic script have to
use IPA even it is not in cohesion with Arabic letters. This paper is an
attempt to write the IPA using Arabic script taking into consideration
that the new symbols covers all the phonemic representations.
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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 1993)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)
Bilabial | Labiodental| Denal | Alveolar | Pesalveolar| Retwoffes | Pulatsl | Velar | Uvalar | Pharyngeal| Glotal
Plosive p b [ d t q' C j: k g q G
Nasal m 1) n n n ] N
: i g
Trill B r @@‘;&%@g
S
Tap or Flap r t .

reawe |G PIT V|IOB|sz|f 3|58 z|¢ilxvy|xs

Lateral

fricative ‘1 13
Approximant I -{ j II{
!;ﬁglman l l & L

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right represents a voiced consonant. Shaded areas denole articulations judged impossible.



CONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC)

Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives
’
O Bilabial ﬁ Bilabial as in:
]
| Deota d Dentatiatveolsr P Bilabial
]
! (Post)al veolar :[.‘ Palatal t Dentalfalveolar
1
=i= Palatoalveolar g Velar k Welar
H
” Alveolar lateral G‘ Uvular S Alveolar fricative
&
DIACRITICS Diacritics may be placed above a symbol with a descender, e.g. I]
 voioskss 1 A | | Beatyviea D @ | e L
o Yoiced § E __ Creaky voiced b g. o Apical E (I;l
h h Ah
Mo L f o d Gt Gl
gy b e [=1 a =]
, More rounded Q) W L biked i d= Nasalized e
. Lessrounded V paaatized B N d?
, Advanced u V Velarized ty dv L e vl
. S E g " nl
_  Retracted l Pharyngealized t d No audible released
Centralized e ~  Velarized or pharyngealized ']:
> x
Mid-centralized € i Raised ? ({ = voiced alveolar fricative)
. Syllabic .! B Lowered @ (ﬁ = voiced bilabial approximant)
~ Non-syllabic Q - Advanced Tongue Root t?
* Rhoticity o Retracted Tongue Root g




SUPRASEGMENTALS

Primary stress ;
| b founs'tifan
H Long cl
z Half-long 3’

Extra-short e
. Syllablebreak Ji.22kt
Minor (foot) group

“ Major (intonation) group
« Linking (absence of a break)

OTHER SYMBOLS
M\ Voiceless labial-velar fricative G Z Alvenlo-palatal fricatives
W Vaiced labial-velar approximant ..I Alveolar lateral flap

Woiced labial-palatal approximant ﬁ Simultanecus J- and X

Voiceless epiglotal fricative Affricates and double arlicula-
tions can be represented by two

Voiced epiglottal fricative symbols joined by a tie bar if
LEeCessary.

Ll R =

Epiglottal plosive

kp ts



TONES & WORD ACCENTS

LEVEL CONTOUR
e €a /i
€ Tmew @ N rugg
€ Ami € | nanrins
e de e
e moe Rising-falling
1 Downstep 7 Global rise
T Upstep N Global fall
VOWELS
Front Central Back
Close 1@ y———1ed——UIe U
O
Close-mid © % ) ——9 ¢ B ——Y '. 0
2
Open-mid € 3 (X —3\G--A D
B
Open a CEJ— Qe D

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right
represents a rounded vowel.
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